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SIR, 

1 S now thf ee Tears fince you and 1 had a fe* 
Tibus Difcourjfe concerning the rife and pro* 

f-els of Deifm : which is an Opinion of late 
ears crept into E^ia^dy tho not fb widely 
Iprcad here as in other parts of Europe. I well remember 
wt were both agreed^ that there was no (hadow of Rea^ 
fi)h why any one ihould liifped the GoJ^e/s of Forgery^ 
fince the matter cOntainM in them hath not the Jeali J(a* 
vourofany worldly Intereft, gr indirefl: Defign, but all 
the Lines of them do only center in the higheff Improve-- 
ment Humane Nature is*capableof3o that in conformity 
every Man' may take great comfort in himlelf, and all 
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Mankind live well with one another. Befides, the Preach- 
ers of tills excellent Dodrine liad at firft ati-the Diicou- 
ragenients which an irreligious and idolati-otrs Age could 
give them, (as isconfefled by their Enemies ) infbmuch 
I hat nothing but their own peribnal full Convidion of the 
Truths they profelfed could engage them to Preach 'em j 
8 nd the intrinjStk'Coodnefsof the Ljfw oiChriB^ wasllif- 
iicient to gain mens hearts, after Mr^^/^x had born down 
tlieirPre}udic«K^ and gainM- their Jerious Attention; Iri 
tine, you and I could Tee no reafbn to doubt of the Truth 
of any matter of Faft contairiM in the Go/pels y which re- 
late tlie miraculous Birth^^^Life, Death, Refurrefltion and 
Alcenfion of "^efns Chri^ ; but what would obii^ us to 
deny the truth of all Hiftory whatfoever. And from 
thele Confiderations laid togetfa(E;r, we concluded that the 
Doctrine of our Lord "^efm Chriff was undoubtedly fent 
to us by God. "^ " ■ V" 

This ftill made it appear more ftrange to us both, how 
DEISM (which is a denial of all re^^Pd %^ligioii) 
ihould creep in upon tis where the Scriptures are made lb 
publick, and where fo many Learned Treaties are writ- 
ten, which lb ftrongly affert their Authority to te Divine.. 
I confels, I was as defirous to know upon what Crounda 
Men rejeded the GoJ^el^ as you ypur lelf were,, and there- 
fore I willinglv undertook the Task you laid on me, vi^. 
To coUeQ: and put together th6fe Motives whereby fbme 
had been induced to lay afide all Revelation. For which 
Performance I was the fitter, becaufe it doth not requires 
any Learning and Arength of Wit^ but only Oblervation^ 
and Inquiry, which I might eafily make, becaufe of the 
numerous Acquaintance I have contraSed in Town^ 
where ( you know > I fpend' the Winter, and in the Coun- 
try, where I bellow my Summer Vifits* But all I Ihall 
do in this iriatter, is barely to give you a Relation of thofe. 

Pfeju- 
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Prejudkes, and ( as I think) falfe Reafonlngs, which 
have drawn fome of my Acqoaintancefrom RevtUtioft 
to DEISM. . 

, I. Now, firft I have obf-Tvcl, tint {omz vv!i3 pre- 
tend tliemieives Deilh, are M-a of ioofe and fenfua! 
Ltvcs;andl make no wonder that.they ditlike th^Chrlfii-m 
Doflrrine ofSelt-denial, and rhe ievere thrcatnings against 
wilful Sinners,- You may be fiire thsv will not aUcdge 
this Rcafbn : But having read Sfimfs and thhhes^ and 
been taught to langh at tlis flory of B.f.</(V»'s Als, and 
Sam^fon's Locks ; they proceed to ridicule the reality of 
all Mimcle and Revi-Utio:!. I have coaverfsd with feve- 
ral of this Temper, biK cohM never get any of em leri- 
ous enough to debate the reality of ReveUiio.t: But a 
witty Jeft and t'other G!afs puts an end to all further 
Confideration. Thefc are meer ScepticSy and practical 
AthsiHs, rather than real Deish. 

2. But there are others, who, although they have not 
a due regard toRsvsUiio-iy arsMenofSobrietj^ and Pro- 
bity, who with great freedom have let me into their 
Thoughts, whereby I can very clearly and fully ( as I 
think at leaft) difcern the rife and progrefs of this theic 
Opinion, which is this ; "■' 

I. In the time of King C;&rfr/w the Firft, (which con- 
fineth my longeft acquaintance with Men) 'twas ufual 
for Gentlemen to lend their Sons abroad into Udy^ Spxwy 
France^ Germaay^ &e. to accomplifhthemfelves by Tra- 
vel, But left they fiiould be prevail'd upon to change 
their ReUgio»y care was taken that their Tutor or Go- 
Vernour, who travelled with, 'em, fhbuld fliew them- 
the Idolatry and Superftition of the Roman Religion ;, 
ajid alio let 'em in to lee that Fopery in all its Branches 
was only a device of the Pnefihoody to carry, on a par- 
ticular Intereft of their own i to encreafe thek Wealth,, 
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Honours, and Power over the Lay-^'peopfe; to exalt 
the Head of their Order above all the Crowned Heads 
in the World, and equal one whole Order of their Cler- 
gy, viz. the Cardinals, to the Princes of Chrifiendom. 
Nay, fince all People were obHged to make their Con- 
feflions to, and receive their Abfolution from the Pr/>^, 
the meaneft of which Order could create a God for the 
People's Worfliip ; 'tis plain, that their Religion was 
calculated for the Profit, Power and Honour of the 
.whole Order of the PriefihooA in this World, what- 
Jbever advantages they might find by \t in the other. 
Now the Young Gentleman being throughly convin- 
ced of this Holy Cheat, returneth to Old England ; 
where he meets with very zealous Contcfts about Re- 
Jigion ( as was pretended ) between the Church of Eng-^ 
Undy headed by Arch-Bifhop Laud On the one part, 
and the Presbyterian Kjrk on the other ; and having 
carefully read the Debate ( as it appeared in the Prints) 
on both fides, with thole very Eyes which lie had Id 
Jately cleared up in Italy or Frojjcs^ he could not for» 
bear to fee that both tiicfe Vrotejtant Parties, under thQ 
pretence of Religion, were only grafping at Ponder, and 
that. the Contrx)verfy at.b6ttom, was not who^s Reli- 
gion was beflr, hut only what Se£t of the Clergy (hould 
Tiiake the beft Market of tlae meer Lay-men. Aijd a$ 
this Young Gentleman had before refbived with him- 
felf not to become a Property to the PoPiJh Priejlhood^ 
iK). longer now will he be fuch to the • rrotefiant Clergy 
of any Denomination, fince both purfiid die fame Ends. 
tie perceiveth tJiat our Protefiant High-PrieBs'd^o all 
of them rival the Sovereign Power ; the BJfhop'^ Houle 
like that of the K^ng^ ^vft be called his Palace, 
he muft ftill keep up his craim to the* Miter and Cro- 
fier, to vie with the Cri^wn and Scepter ; and as the 
* ^ Stile 
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Stile of the King^s Courts is A»m Kegni nofiri^ u e. In 
the Year of our Reign : So tiiat of the Bifiiop^s Court 
is Anno Confecrationis nofirat^ i..e. In the Year of our 
Conftcration ; the Year of the King^s Reign being un- 
known in the. Bilhop's Court : The King Ipeaking to the 
People doth uliially call 'em his Loviiig Subjcas; the 
Bijhop doth not mate himfelf fo Yamiliar , but ftileth 
the reoplc of his Dioc^e barely Iiis Subjeflts, Jurifdi-^ 
fiidni nofita fuhditos : The KiflK is InthroneA^ and tiie 
Arch-Bimop Inthranized'j both derive their Power from 
a Divine Righf\ but the Bifhop is the higher Power, 
becaufe by me Principles of Epilcopacy he can Excom- 
municate die Kiogy i. e. forbia him the very Conver- 
fation of Iiis Sub)e«s, and. thereby render them unca- 
pable to make good their Oath of Allegiance, in yield- 
ing tlieir Aid and Affillance. 

^ Nor do's he find that the Presbytery claims any infe- 
rior Powers ; each Party alledgc Serif tuns and F^hers 
op their fide j ai^ for ought I can fee, ( fays this Gen- 
tleman ) they are aU in the right. Through an excefs of 
Prejudice thus occafion'd, he makes a furtlier itep to-^ 
wards Deifm^ and Reafpns after this manneV : 'Tis not 
impoffible (continuses he ) that the ancient Clergy might, 
be poffefs'd with the fame Spirit of Pride, which has pre- 
vailM over tlie modern. If thofe Writings, which they 
call Holy Serif turef are of their fide, as they all fay 
they are^ I make no doubt but they were of their 
oWn inventing; and if 3^^ ChriJi their Patron, laid 
the Foundation of thofr Powers , which both Pofijb- 
and ProtefiMt Clergy r claim to themfelves from under ^' 
him, I think the old Romans did him right inpunilh-' 
ing Jiim with the death of a Slave. After this mah- 
iii^r I liave heard it faid of late^ by another of the 
fame Conftitiation, than as tlie. Church of Romew^s a 
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modelled Faflion againft all other Chriftians, lb was 
the Ciiurch of England^ by Law Eftabliflled, againft 
all other Proteftants, who were by Law excluded from 
every Office of Profit and Truft ; who were made fubjeft 
to the Piques and Malice of every. Church-man, andt^be- 
came a conftant Revenue to Apparitors and Spiritual 
Catch-poles. And though at prefent there be a Tolera^ 
ration by Law granted, yet ^tis ftill oppoled by tlie Spi^ 
rit of the Church, as appears by Sermons Preached at 
Vifitations, and the conftant ordinary Difcourfes of 
the Clergy^ in which the Church o^ England is always 
reprefented, as at this time, in greater danger than ever 
it was ; though I Ihould think the danger had been as 
great in King Jameses Time: And notwithftanding the 
Toleration ( faid he ) no Man can enjoy a place of 
Profit or Truft, though he be ever fb dutiful a Sub- 
jed:, and ever ib able or honeft a Man, unlels he hath 
a, Confcience by Law Eftabliflled : By which Church- 
device Men are deprived of the Privileges of their Couii* 
-try to which they are born, and for the difcharge where- 
of they never did in any refpeft incapacitate themfelves; 
and hereby it comes to pafs, that the Nation cannot 
aO:. vigoroufly in its own defence, being debarrM the 
Ufe of one Moiety of it fcif ; and notwithftanding this, 
tliey have the Confidence to tell us Lay-men, that we 
ougiit to love our Neighbours as our fclves* Now if this 
be tlie way of the ChriJUans, (concluded he) let my 
Soul be with the Phi/ofophers. 

2. And this brings to my Thoughts wJiat another 
Deili- faid jeftmgly to me, viz. That firice I was a Chri* " 
ftian, "^twas lucky for me that I was of the Bifhop's 
Church ; for though you were ever fo Loyal (faid he) 
to the King, yet if you did not pay as dutiful an Alle- 
giance to the Biihops, you could not liold the Place you 

now 
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now enjoy.; for as certain as. the Cr^ is above the 
CrofPtt^ fbfure a thing is it, that the Bi^op will be, above 
.thef^ffg; wliich he undertook would appear to me if 
I loo/ied back to King Charles's Reftoration, or King 
Wiliiant^ Rtivolution. The Preshyt-eriaKSj though they 
quarrelled with Charles the Firft, yet b^c^me the loving 
Subje6:s of Charles the Second ; joifled with the Epifio- 
faliaus jn aififting him to the Throne, and made no 
Icruple pf Swearing their Allegiance to him, and own- 
iiig his Supremacy. But after all this, the King was 
not able toitipport thele \\]s Loving Subjeds againit- 
the Power of the Bilhops, who in two Years time . 
outcd 'em of their Livehhoods, and after that, drove 
*em five Miles diftance from all Market- Towns ; and 
at laft the Afts made againft Papifh were ■ ei^tspded 
to them. But (Ince Kir^, /-T/tf^w's Revolution thei 
Cafe is altered ; for the Jacohite Clergy though turnd. 
out of -their Livings by-Law, for refufing Allegiance 
to jhe Kipg, yet from the Allegiance they bare to the I^i- 
. fiiopSjthey find 'Ciich Favour from.tlieir Lordfliips, 
ilrac if the Livings they loie are in , t];e Bifhops- gift, 
he ihall prefent any Friend which the diipoffeJTed jf«- 
cohite ihall recomiiiend ; now what can be more by them 
defired, th^a to enjqy the Profits of their Livings, -and. 
put in what Curate tlieyipleafe? And after all, ; that 
they may-enjoy the 'full Profits of their Living,, and- 
pay their Curates another way, thi& Jatobites may. 
hold their Conventicles whare they pleafe, nay, Prcacli 
puhliclily and. feditioufly. in an open Church near 
Cheap-^ide^ Lon^onj without the ieaftoffenccto the Spi- 
ritijal Power. And is it pot plain (faid this; G'entJe- 
inaii,) from all this, that on this fidc'tlie Water as 
ivell as on the other, the Clergies Zeal for their Com- , 
.,'.";.'■■.■, .': ' ■ • ^ ' - , munion. 
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to^inibn, Cliureb and Religiefl, fe o^fily fueajot to fug- 
port their own faFty, Dominion and Empire ? . 

J* Now the oldeft DtiBs of my Acquaintance hav- 
ing conceivM fb great a Prejudice againft the Chri- 
ftian Faith, from^ the Behaviour of t3ie Cierjgy, and 
having leyened their Difcipks tfterewifh^ it has iaJ^n 
out unhappily, that the^ tete Revolution ha^ by an- 
other way alfo confirmed them in this their rrejii- 
dice. 

For the. late happy Revolution, (which came on- 
too foon, and was cut <^ too jDhort) though it was 
riot -fb highly beneficial tQ. us, as was^ by fome expe- 
lled, was yet of very great Importance. But as there 
is nothing in this Wbrld ever fb good, 'birt what hath 
ibme appending difkdvanta^ ;, lo i)y ineer Accident 
this Revoiutiori, wJiich has laved not' only the Church 
i^EngUndy but; (as I hope) die whole proteftant Inte- 
refl ^roughout the Worlds feJs wonderftilly qncreafeA 
Mens Pr^}udiccs againft the CUrgy^ ^n^ & by fa]:lfe 
Confequence ^ fiidi as Men riirough Rdentmcnt wilt • 
make ) againft> die Truth of Rdi^ion it fdlf. Thc: 
old Deists tell thofe of their Pypils, who never tra- 
velled abroad , that there is now no need of going 
over the Water to discover that, die najpe Churlh fig** 
nifieth GtiXy :k Seif4merefied PiaoF/y^ arid that the Clergj^^ 
have no God^inefs but Gain. Have you not (lay tbev> 
for many Years together heard diem Preach up tne; 
GPvine B^ght^ and indefeiiable Authorky of Kings,, 
together with Ba^fiOh^dience^ as the chief diftipguilji- 
ing Doclrines wherebiy their Church approved it felf 
AfefioUck beyond all other CWches ? Nay, were not- 
the Do9:rines c^ Lo/alt/ t^^.the. Kj9gi infifled upon^ 
moce. than Fdith in ChriH? and yet when, their par* 
ticular Iiitereft. required, it.,, their Doctrine of Non^ 
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Ibj^imce sn^s qualify'd *y N'^/^Jffl/fa^ce, tlie wlidle 
Stream of Loyalty .>fr as tiai'n^ii from the King-tothef 
Church, the indefeizable Right was fuperfeded by a 
miraculous Conqueft wkhout BIbod, tliii Okth of Al- 
legiance to the E>^mefy^ Rightfai KJ^J^^^^ has its 
force illayM by aaotlier Oath of the fame Importance 
made to the de fa00 King WiUiaM and Queen Mary^ 
and afl this is SandifyM hy tlie n^me of rfie Church; 
/. e. their own Party and* totereft, for Afe lake where- 
of it is done. This i$ indeed keeping to the Text-— 
Rem rem qMOi^Mn^ue fffoh" refh:. 

And the wretthed Defoice they make for this their 
Apoftacy (lay the DriSts) maUeth the matter worfe. 
For notwithftanding King ^^ww/ is, as they will have' 
it, GonquerM; and his Throne, which was^ declared^ 
vacant, is legally filled by one who by A£t of Par- 
liament is declared our Rightful King ; ' yet after alf 
this Dr. 5— r— will refer ve a Right to King Jdmes^ 
though through Succefs and Settlement he will allow 
a Right alfo to King WiSiam. And riiis Noti- • 
on the Clergy generally adhere to, becaliife thereby"* 
they kill two or three Birds with one ftonc. tfi. They 
preferve ito themfelves their ancient Right of giving 
Titlfes to Sovcreigpty. For tliough both King and 
Parliament have duclaimcd and damned the Conqueflr, 
y«t the Clergy ftill infift upon it, 2ly. They make 
fair Weather with Kin^ "J arms ^ by keeping tus Title 
alive, and by ftill afferting his Ri^ht,opcn him a Door to 
recover his Pofleifion again, tor what honeft Chri- 
ftian can oppofe a Rightful King in regaining the Pof-- 
ferflion of his Throne, which is kept h'om him by a 
Succelsful Ufurper? and ^ly. They think they have 
obliged King WilliAm fufficiently by the formality of 
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an Oath, and owning hmj in hi^ Poffei&Qfl. Piit all 
this together and 'twill prove,, that 

• • • 

tVhen all the Argument isi out^ 
^Tu Inter eB fiill refql^uesjhe doubh 
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Thus ( cry they ) you plainly fee, that your Ghurchr 
is nothing but a Party, to which whofbever joineth^ 
fiimfelf mall find his Account thereby, notwitliftandr* 
ipg any £rrorj fjerefy^ Immor^jitj pr pifloyalty to> 
* the preTent Govefnitient wJiatfoeyef \ whilft any othei\ 
who is conformable to the Rubricks arid Canons^ whole 
Learning and Morals are an Honour to his Gown, and 
who is truly, dutiful to his Majefty, fhall be exclude^, 
from alLthpfe benefits, his 'Profeffion woutd entitli^i him* 
tp'*. Thus the tbold Afferters of: King 5^^wi?/s Right j 
enjoy fome of the Wft. Preferments, and particularly 

Pr- .S — — fits D-; of St. P-- whilft honeft-. 

Mr. Johnfon is. llarving upon Charity.. , . . \ 

\ Tht C\xuvq\} hi England is ,.a meer Party, (fay they- 
a^ain^i and lias 'a Watch- word wheyeby they knpW:, 
one another, which they can vary upon occafioM., 
Ncn-RefiMance was the Word in King' Charles^ days. , 
if or though at that time* you did conform to every, 
tittle and ceremony, injoinM hy Kubrick and Canon^ 
yet if you failed m the Point of Non-Rtfifiance^ you . 
were a Phanatick and Republican^ a Rebel^ and what 
not ? Now if this !Do£lrine be contain'd in . the Book 
of Homilies, as. the Jacobites fay, 'tis a Sacred Record . 
of the Unjuftice of iome of thofg who concurred in^ 
tlie late Revolutioa.* The Shiboletk of the .Q^urc^i 
now is .King M^illiams de faSto Title \ And no Confor- 
mity to Homilies and Rubricks will make you owned 
by the prcfent Church, . if /you fliould acknowledge the 

King 
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King to be othei-wife faid than a mecr de faBo. Now 
( lay they ) although, we grant that Mi:ii wiil fubmic 
to the Goverumt;iit, upon their own particular Pilii- 
cipies, and therefore 'tis reafonable that the King fliouid 
admit the Obedience of his Siibjedis upon what Gromids 
they pleafe, yet we know no Reafon why theChurcIi 
iliould fct up the de foBd, as the only Principle of 
Obedience: And when the King had better Titles to 
\x\% Crown, as the Confent of the People in Parlia- 
ment, and his Matrimonial Title with the Queen, yec 
Jie.muft be made to pay the greateft price for the 

weakcft and word of all Titles \ and give Dr. S- . 

Sixteen Hundred Pounds a Year,, for, a DefdBojbi^ 
only. , ,. . • 

. Voii fee, Sir, tliat the DeiHs wantnot Occafions for 
their Prejudices, how far' ibever they are from having 
Realbn o' their fide. i\nd pray relblve me, why mutt 
this faife Title be fct up as 'twere by the King's 
Confcnt,. to worm out the only true one? WJiy muft 
none be prefcrr'd to Church-Dignities, but fuch who 
come in upon this Title only? And thole who own 
the. King's Right upon the Conftnt of the People, be 
ftill labouring ijnder the Church's highelt difp!eafure?and 
poor Joh/ifon, a Man againft whom no Immorality was 
ever objeded, that is an Obje£t cvr.n of the DeiSis Com- 
paflion, be left to ftarve for the Caulc ? Nay, they 
have gone fb far upon the Strength of Dr. 5- — Con- 
vocation-Tide, in Oppofition to that of i'arliamsnt, that 
fmce tlie good Queen is dead, and the Coalent of the. 
People, according to them, null and void ;.they have- 
left the King a -bare FotTeflion, wiEhout any Title at all.. 
. 4. I am acquainted with a Gentleman, who for Ibme 
Tears has not gone to Church, liaving taken olience at- 
tliofe Pradiccs I was now wyriting upon. This Man, 
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^jnou muft know, had an. extraordinary Veneration Jot 
the profound Learning (fb he^tJlinks much reading and 
common-placing to be) of a certain Eminent Divine^ 
who had a fat Bifhoprick beflrow'd on him by King W'7A 
Usm and Queen. A/iir/. But lie to requite tiieir KindnelS| 
when a Bill was brought before the Lords, declaring the 
King and Queen's rightful and lawful Title to the Crowiij^ 
not only oppofed and voted againft it in tbeHcule ; but 
when it had ^palled, he enti«d his Proteftation againft it 
in the Journal; Nay (faid this Gentleman) if King 
WiiUam be only King d^ f^tSh^ then the Itilhop^ i%defAlt^ 
only, Tfuly Sir, you may believe rae, that I was amazM 
at this Relation ; for (as I then faid ) though moft Meet 
look no further, than only to get Mony defoBp^ and do 
not with much ftriftnefs inquire qw j^rt) y^c 'twas 
Arrange that any Man fhould proteft that he had no right 
to that Eftate, which he openly continued in PoirclEon o£ 
But I was fbon a nlwer'd by this his former Admirer , that if 
that Biihop had ftrefagthened his own Tiri6 to tfae Bifhop- 
rick from King J. I might cealt? my wonder. 

I am indeed fbrry to hear Stories of this Nature, e^je- 
cially when they affure me of tlie Truth of 'cm, and 
.when I lee the ill Confequences of them. For though 
nothing be more certain than that the Bafenefs and 
Falihood of Man can never difproVe the Truth of God ; 
yet when Men are highly Scandaliz'*d, and greatly de- 
ceived by thofefor whom they had Eftecm, and by whole 
Authority they in great meafiare governed themfelves, 
they will ftretch their Conclufion beyond their Premiffes, 
and difown Religion in tlieir Principle, becaufe 'tis difi 
regarded by fome great Men in their Praftice, 

But though to ftrict Reafons, llich Arguments for De^ 
ifm appear ridiculous ; yet from the Promotion of thele 
de foMoMssx^ I am told, hath arilen great diiadvantage 
to the King, and thofe Subjects, whole Principles and 
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JPra£ticiSs Jia^e b€*n ahvja^^s ikithful to rliw Majefties lar 
terefl: : Since hereby it is, that it hatliaKvays been ia 
the power of the opsa and profel&d.jEnemies of tl>e King 
to opprels his maft ducifhl JSxifa^ecis. For theXe def4a^'&^ 
men, and the 5^^ra6/Aw, *v:ei:e but lat/sly the fameibrtqf 
People, bpch .of theftiac (Rriacipic? and T^oiper. Aod^ 
though the JacobiusAomQW rail at them, for their bafc 
Complyahces (as thef term it ) withtjhe P* of O's Re- 
volution; Y^t th& de fa0m mq unwilldogy for old Ac- 
quaintance d[ahe, itp paf s. by ; thek' .Railiag, aiid under- 
lund to Ihsw 'emany ikindnefe : And this th^^y {iibmit to, 
as being Self-confdows, that the Jm^ics .hsi\'Q ti IKight 
to reproach them ; ib diat they are,, williag to appeafe 
the anger of tlieir old Friends by flheir heft Services. Now 
die Jacobites hairing always an innate Hatred to the 
WhigSy (as they now ftiie all thcife who think tliemfelves 
pbliged to own the King for their rightful Sovereign) 
and being willing to keep up their old Mailer's Riglit to 
the .Crawn, ( to which ^^U^h^s atte iriscoiiciieable Eao- 
niacs ) eaiily pri^ail upon thefe defaifas to opprels thofe 
Qther Ibrt of Men, whicii is an Office they are as willing 
to undertake, as the ^f^^W/^/ can be to pat it upon 'cm* 
Thus it Cometh to pals, tliat according as aa open pro- 
feifed Eaemy to the Goyerooient ihall diaate , a 
C!iurcl>ma«i ihall ilrenuoufly exert that Power the King . 
has given Mm, to diicourage and opprefs jbiis Dutiful 
and Loyal Subjects. I will only (laid a ceitaijbi Perlbn ) 
make a Suppofition, to (hew you how thisximy be; fup- 
pole the Kiog^ouid beftow a fiiihoprick jipoii - a defako 
DoSor, and this Do^tctt* ihouid tl^ne find lijs old' Ac- 
Quaintance Dr. H: aad being a Stranger in his Diocele^, 
mould be willing to kiftruot himfelf in. the Chara^ers 
pf Men from the good D*, w^uld it not fall out lo,tIm£ tha 
Clergy pf that Diooefe muft. be uied. wdl or ill, as tte • 
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•moft open and notorious Enemy the Governnient Jhath, 
iliall clefign? And was it not.pollible that the E.of 
,N. might obfige his. old Friends in the fame manner ? 
Thus, though King James be at laft exdtided, his Sub- 
jects reigri in his itead. And whether an Odth of Jlpjn- 
ration laid upon the Jacobites Proxy-men, will put an end 
; to this Corruption, Time muft tell us. 

5. But to return to the Reafons, (or Prejudices I may 
rather call 'em) which oCcafion Deijh$ ; It hath been 
obferved to me, that where the Notion of a Church hath 
been carried on with the higheftTide,. there even natui- 
.ral Religion is at the loweft Ebb ; as in Itafy of old, and 
-lately in France^ where grofs Immoralities and Atheifin 
are at the greateft height. And though in our Reforma* 
ti'on we dilcarded fbme Idolatrous and Superftitious Do- 
ftrinesand PraQ:ice$,which were grown fcandalo\3Samong 
the People, yet ftill ChriH was made to ferve that turn, 
which his Holy Vicar can no longer do, viz. Support 
•an Holy Order of Men in as' Iiaughty Infblences, . in a$ 
proud, ambitious and malicious Deligns, as thofe which 
King Her.ry (though a Son of the Chuj*ch;. and bis 
Times could not bear. Now in anfwer to this, I bid 
theic DeiHs only read the Bible ^ and fee if the Spirit. of 
that Book' be fiot as good as their Thoughts, can reacli 
to; or ht 'em read the Charaftcr of the CbriftiaaRdi- 
gion, given by Sir Matthew Hde in the firft of liis'TIisrce 
Letters concerning Religion, where he laitli. It teacheth 
-and tutors the Soul, to a bi^h. Reverence and Veneration of 
.Almighty God^ a fine ere and uf right Walkings , as in th9 
'Prejeme of the invifible. all- feeing God. . , It makes a Man^ 
truly love, to Honour^ to Obey him^ and therefore careful to 
^>/dtv what his Will is : It renders the Heart highly thankful 
'4 0^)13^1 J botk as his Cr eater ^ Redemer aiid Benefactor : It; 
makes A Man £ntml} JO defend upny to. fej^ to him for G^i^ 
: ^dance 
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dMce and'Dirtction^ and ProteStiony to fubmh to his Will 
ipith aU Patience y and Refignation of Soul : It gives the 
Laip not only to his Words and AUions, but to his very. 
Thoughts and Purpofes : It bringctb a Man to fuch a Deport:- 
ment both of External and Internal Sobriety y as may le de^ 
cent in the Prejence of God and his holy Angels : It ctuJJj* 
ith and calls down all Pride and Haughtinefi^ both in a Maris 
Heart and C art i age ^ and gives him an humble frame of Soul 
and Life J both in the fight of God and Men : It regulates 
and governs the Pajpons of the Mindy and brings them into 
dite moderation and frame : It gives a Man a right eft imate 
of this frefent World ; andfets the Heart and Hopes abov^ 
it J fo that he never loves it more than it deferves. It makes 
f he Wealth and Glory of this World^ high Places and great 
Preferment Sy but of a low and little value to him^ fo that he 
is neifh^r coveto^ nor ambit iosts^ nor over-follicitous con^ 
cerningihe advantages of it : It brings a Man to thatframe^ 
that Righteoufnefj Jitftice^ Honefiy and fidelity ^ is as 
^twerefart of his Nature ; he can fooner dye than commit or 
purpoje that which is unjuBy dijboneH or unworthy a good 
Man : It makes him value the love of God and Peace ofCon^- 
jhience above all the Wealth and Honours in the World^ and 
be very vigilant to keep it inviolably : Though he be under a 
due Apprehenfion of the Love of Gody yet it keeps him humble 
and watchfulj and free from all Prefumption ; fo that ht 
dares-^nof under a vain Confidence, of the Indulgence of God j 
commit or purpofe the leafi injury to man : He performs all 
his Duties to God in Sincerity ^ Integrity and Conftancy ; 
and while he lives on Earthy his Converfation^ his HopeSy 
his Treafurey and the Flower of his ExpeUation is in Hea^ 
ven \ and he entirely endeavours to walk fuitably to fuch a 
Hope. In Sum^ it reft ores the Image of God unto the Soul 
in Right eoufnefs and true Holinefs. 
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I prev4ird upon one of my Friends, a T>iift^ to read 
thoie three Letters, becaiife tnereintheSubftariceofthe: 
Cfariftian Religion is diftinguilhM from the Circumftan- 
tialsand Appendages ; for want of which diftinclion be- 
ing well underftood,. D^iffn has arofe, as that great Man 
ill the foi-e-cited Letter hath obferved. When Men ffayr 
he^ fee fo much Religion fUcedhy Pfofeffors of Chriftianity 
in fnefe things iphich every intelligent Man vdues but asr 
Sormsy or Inventions^ or Modes ^ or Artifcesy, ahA yet ds 
great weigbt hid upanthem^ as great fervour and animofity 
m!d for or againptbemj as almofi for any P.oints ofChri-^ - 
JUan Religion ; ihey are apt Prefently to cenfure and lhror» 
off all Religion^ and reckon alt of the fame make. Thus that 
Upright Judge, wjiofc three Letters my I^riend having; 
rqad, did welT approve of *em, acknowiedging, that with 
great Exaflrnefs he bad diftinOTiflied between keh'gion^. 
and Prieft-craft : And he adcfcd, If you wiff fhew me. 
Sir, any Chriftian Church where that diftinftion is ob- 
ferved, I wiH become a Member of it. I recommended 
the Church of Englasfds he prefently toM me that he had 
read the jq Articles, and obferVed that j of them were 
whoHy deugnM to uphold the Power of the Clergy over 
the People. And then he bad me only compare the De- . 
f^^ which has been, and ftill is, carrying on under the 
Name of the Church of England^ with tlie Defign of the 
Chriftiau Religion, as 'tis defcribcd by Sir Matthew Hatey 
and I Ihould find the one in all its parts a Contradi^ion 
to the other. *Tis plain {faid he ) the Clergy do not al- 
l(^w xrf Sir ikfof/^ew's Notions, npr will they fuflferus tcy ^ 
talie any thing for Religion, that isdiftinguifhcd from ^ 
their _ particular, Intereft. To what end have fb many. 
Perfecutions and Penal Laws been let a foot by the Cler- . 
gy in Chriftendom ? was it to bring Men to any one 
f'^^iat of, that full Defcription .of Chriftian Religion, . 

which 



which you eked frt^Siff Mmkeni^ Mih ? or cwtrfy to brittg 
tliem to that flhort Amcle of tlicir Ctergy Religion, /. ^. to 
fiibiBfit to tlieir Power ? JDid not Che ilonowabfe Sir jR. Hi: 
lately write a Treatifc, whet^in with gi*e^t Learniiig and 
accurate Ju^i^mccit: hediftingmffeecl fettwixt Reli^ibn'aritl: 
Prieft-craft ? *aiHd was tea not- f re^ed- for it Wim ar trtfe 
Pri^ftly Infolcjjce ami Malice iA tfee PulpJe at White-halt^ 
by J. one of their Majeftfes Chaplains^ and rtprefertted 
as a Scorner and an Ath^dift, bccaufe be Icorns to fulrftiit 
toapy Religion bta what is of Chrift- s Tnflitutrdrt ? Stip^ 
pofe a Man Ihodd gaver& hiidfetf b^ the Law of Ghrift^ 
and go no f wrtbcr, istlsere-atty Ghriftian Church which 
wouM own fiicb an one for a Memfcer ? If you wifi be t 
Son of the Qiorch ofEf^ldnd you muft hdd Kings' and 
BHhopstobe j»r^ Svifit>^ die ApofMical DddWne of P^^ 
jhe Ohdiem^ j yoa rBuft not fee indifferenft »their Cdte- 
mome% though declared but indifferent things; and the 
Reafbn is, becaufe you muft have a profound ReQ)efi^ 
for tshe Power of the-Bifliops, by which thefe Ceremonies 
Wi&re ordained: And befides this> yota muiJlheW aper* 
fe^.Abhorrenceof all who do not fubriiit to die Spiritual 
Rojraities of their Diocefan Bifhops ; for your Churclx- 
luanihi^ will not appear by any Mark lb well, as by the 
Hatred you bear to all Diuenters, iti Cortjun61:ion With 
a deep averfion to all the ancient Rights and joft Li- 
berties of your Native Country. In fine, (^faidhe) wiien 
your Clergy Freadi the ^Law of Chrijt without turning 
it to any By*end, or falfe Intereflr, you fhall meet me at 
Church. You know the Clergy love fregedency of the 
JJaity ; Let them turn Chriftians fir ft, and I can follow. 
6. I have feaoWn Ibme'j who have alledged as a Rea- 
ioti why they have forfaken tlie Chriftian Faith, the im- 
poflGibility of Believing, Many Doftrines (/iy thefe ) are 
oiade necfiiffairy to Salvation, which 'tis impoflible to be- 
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U6re,l?eGaufe they are in their nattircAbfiirditics.rrepIicd5; 
That thefe things were Myfifries^znA fb above our Under- 
ftanding. But he asked me to what end could an unintelli- 
gible Dodrine he revealed ? not to inftrud, but to puzzle 
and amufe. Wkat can be the effefl: of an unintelligible My-^ 
fiery upoU our Minds^but only Amuleraent ? That which 
is only above Reafbn muft be above a -ratioxial Belief^and 
mufti.be Saved by an irrational Belief ? If aPropofition- 
he inconfiftent with it felf, I cannot hut believe it to be- 
faller-'Twas once to ferve a Turn.againft the Papifis- 
your Church held all DoOrinesneceltary to j&ve Sou Is, 
were plainly revealed in Scripture.; How could yoH ^dij 
plainly revealed unlefsyou uijderftood the Revelation ? 
Befides, I cannot thiolc that the belief of any unprofitable • 
Dodrines, /. e. fuch as admit of no Application to Mo* 
ral Duties, can be a faving Faith fb much as in part ; nor 
can I. imagine that Faith tends to fave a Soul^ becaufe 
what we behcve is only 7>w, ( for fb the behef of Eu^ 
clids Elements njight have a faving EffeQ:.upon Souls) but ^ 
becaufe our Belief i$ Good^ it has a. practical EfFed, and 
tends to njake us better Men. Bcfides, ; you all agree the 
Belief of your Trinity is abfolutely;neceirary toSalvati- . 
oii,and yet widely differ in tphat we muft:beiievex:oncern* 
ing it ; whether three Minds or Modes, or Properties,- or - 
internal Relations, or Oeconomies, or Manifeftations, or 
external Denominations; or elft.no. more than a Holy 
Three, or ThreeSomewhafs^i or. otherwife. only one of 
thefeThreetobe God in the higheft Senle, and each of 
the other two to be a God without Self-fiibfiltence and 
Independence. I, am confident, if Ifhould be perf waded ^ 
that an Explanation, of the Trinity y^^vo. neccffary-to 
fave my Soul, and fee the Learned fo widely differing 
apd hotly difpijring what it is I muft believe concerning 

it. J ftjould certainly run mad tlirough.defpairef find- 
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ing out the Truth : But fince thefe Doctors cannot agree 
which Party of *em fliall captivate my Belief in Obedi- 
ence to his Faith, I will refer ve it to be the Hand-maid 
of Truth ; whenever Ihe appears Hie fhall command it. 
7. I remember one Gentleman objefted to the Chri* 
ftian Faith, that It mift Men infoient, quarrelfbm and 
ill-inatur'd. From whence Iconcludcd, (as I told him) 
that he had never read over the Gv/pils ; truly he could 
not lay that he had read *em carefully, but yet that in 
reading the Hillory of what had paffed in Chrifteadom, 
he obleryed that mofl: of the Quarrels, in which this 
part of the World had been engaged, arole from Con- 
tentions among the Chriftian Priejihood, Church-FIi- 
ftory is chiefly a Relation of Church-mens Wranglesjand 
D. Cave in a late Book of his had denominated every 
Century from Ibme eminent Quarrel which arole among 
theGlergy> But belides this, what was the Holy War, 
what all- the hoJy MalTacres and Croifados which filled 
Europe with Blood, but the Inventions of Holy Church ? 
And what is holy InquifitioH, but a perpetual Series of 
Murthers carry'd on in barbarous Forms of Law againll 
the common Senle of Mankind? Does fliilory account 
for any Barbarities fb great as -thole committed by the . 
Popes r Any Cruelties lo lavage as thofe of the Holy In- 
quifition ? Any Murthers fo Ibiemn, and religioufij^ bru- 
tal as the Afts of Faith ? Any Pragmaticalnels fo infuf- 
fcrable as that of the Jeiuits? is not their Humanity ex-- 
tinguiihed by their Chrirtian Religion ? ■■ fiich is their Ma-- 
Ike that no Man can eat Bread where they have to do, 
unlelshe fubnttt his Faith to tlieir guidance, -witnefs the- 
preferit French Perlecution. Nor can any Sovereign Prince 
keep his Wwd or Oath, though lie had only (worn to 
maintain thofe Laws by wlncli he Reigns asKing,^any 
longer than this Spicicual Fathei-hopd will give hira leave, 
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as Lewis XIV. of France^ and y^^wFJ IL of Engldsd do 
witnefi. Let thefe Inhumanities be coiifidefed,. asfup- 
ported and carried o» by the name of Catholick Church, 
and ( if the Devils faeUeve ) you may as decently fay 
Church of Hell as Church of RotAe. 

And as Devotion, continued oit^eifiy to holy Church 
is the center upon which all things turn on the other fide 
the Water, fo is it the fame thing here. Do not ouc 
Priefthood of EngUnd make as high Pretences todifpofe 
of all Offices and Trufts in the Kingdom, to thofe of theic 
owa Fadion^ as thofe of Rome ? Have they not long 
V fince got their Bill of Exclufion to be pafTed into a Law, 

whereby no Man can enjoy a Place of Ptofit orTrufi in the 
State, but whom tiky qualify at their Altars ? where Men 
were capacitated to be Bumbails, keep Gaming-houles 
and fell Ah. What was it but the Inibleace of the PrieJft-^ 
liooxi that brought about Father Laud's and Father P^- 
ur's Revolutions ? Befhles ( feid he ) do you^ not obfevve 
what a keen Edge Cliriftian Faith puts upon the ill-nature 
of Divines, when they are diiputing about matters of Re- 
ligion? 'Tis common for Philoiophers, Lawyers, Phyfi- 
cians, &c. to differ about matters which concern their. 
Profeffions, and' write one againft another : But you will 
findfome Temper and Decorum obferved in their Wri- 
tings. But let the Cohtroverfy be about any Branch of 
Chriftian Faith; and then fee the Odium Theclogorum^ 
the Malice of Divines in the late Writings of two of 
your Church DoSors againft each other ; at leaft this 
ihews that Chriftian Faith doth not improve the Temper 
of fuch Men who are of mean Birth, and narrow Edu- 
cation. And I. cannot but obferve, tlidLtyouc ProteJtxHt 
Malice is under a worfe Management thai^ the Popijh ; 
they only thirft for the Blood of Proteftants, but you are 
for fucking one anotljers Blood ; as when for the Service 
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of King Ci^it^/^j the H. ( wht) was Head of ydiar Church) 
and his Popilh firbthcr, the Blood of the beft Proteftaiits 
in t^ngUfiij (and fdtfte of them of your owtt Church ) 
Was to be Ipiit, the Court Blood-fucKers, viz. Attorney 
general, and Judges, befides Juries and Evidence, were 
all of'em cholen Men out of your owil Church; and the 
^ojf^ of the Clefgy was raifed to hold theif Heads to the 
Block, by Preaching the i)oQ:rine of )^&JJi^t Obedience. ' 
But in redurtal,Jt muft be confeffed,^ that yoiir Clergy 
recjuire the King to do thfeif ferfecuthig Jourhey-work 
with the lame infblente as -the ?opilli i'riefthood ule j 
Por-muft not the Sovereign Monarch of £^|/4W, 5^^^/- 

Undy France and tt^JMd, by his Authority Royal, exe- 
cute the Decrees and Anathema^s of the 'Arch-deacons 
and Brflhops Chaflcellots, by Ittiprildnittg his Idyal and 
dfefxil Subjcds, .ibf .not conforming to their Cei-eiiidnies I 
If a King Will fubmit to this Drudgery, he fhall havfe the 
^oxCltriof his fide, and be as gfeat as Noife and fulfbni 
Flattery can make him ; but in the meah time is really 
King but of one Moiety of his People, whilft the d^ger 
which the other half apprehend from the Secular Arm 
directed by Spiritual Power of Neceflity, weaneth their 
Hearts from the Government. Thus Charles the 11. who 
fbr two Years after his Return, reigned in the Hearts of 
all his People, was by the Aft of Uniformity ftjduced to 
be King of the Church-party ; and at laft, whilft the Por 
pifh d,nd Pronfiant Prielthood zealou fly contended whofe 
Property Jie mould be, (like the Truth among Contro- 
verfial Divines ) he was loft in the Scuffle. 

He inftanceld in likeWilc the late Viin^/James^ who 
(fatd he) had it in his power to be univerlally beloved 
aftd obeyM, beyond any King oi England this Age has 
produced. His Right to the Crown was owned by all ; 
his .Wilfuhiefs had pa fled upon the Church of England 
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Party for Magnanimous Relblution, which ftruckfuch 
an Aw^e upon them, that they were coming to a Tem- 
per, and would have contented to a Toleration of Pro- 
teftant Diffenters, and Roman Catholicks too, provided 
their Maintenance might be continued to them. Thus 
the Heart of aU England h^id, been let upon the King ; but 
the Pppifli Priefthood would be content with nothing lefs 
' than delivering the whole Nation to Satan, and their 
King muft execute the dreadful Anathema, though 'twas 
manifefl: that he muil thereby leffen liimlelf to the fize of 
one of the 7 Kings of Kjnt ; for he could be Sovereign of 
no more than the Two hundredth part of the People. For 
King C^^r/^/ in numbering the People, had found that 
the Proportion between FapiH and Froteftant was as i to 
200 : whereas had his own Priefthood been io, favour- 
able to him, as to have excufed him fi'om executing that 
Satanical Power, which by a Right purely Divine was 
vefted in Sacred Majefty, his Reign might have been 
happy, and his Memory precious. What an unhappy 
Eftea, had the Spirit ot Father Laui upon King Char Us 
the Firft ?' And what hath brought Lewis the XIV. to 
the prefent DinHnution of his Glory, but that haughty 
Infolence and unnatural Cruelty in Ferfecuting his own 
Subjefts, which Father /^ ChAtje has infpifed him with? 
What Figure will this Grand Monarch make in Story ? 
His Name will pollute the Annals of this Age, and his 
cowardly Conqpcfts be the Scorn of Pofterity. Now 
from all that he had faid, be concluded, that for Luck* 
fake, as well as to prelerve his good Nature, he would 
be cautious of being ( at leaft ) a zealous Chriftian. 

8. 'Twas not long fince I met one of mv old Acquain- 
tance, who told me that he had lately call offthefe Pre- 
judices be had conceived againft the Chriftian Faith, by 
the Afliftance of a Book called, The Five Letters ofU'- 
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fpiration. By the laft of thofe Letters he w«s convinced 
of the reality of reveal'd Religion, from the Intrihfidi va- 
lue and Excellency thereof; and he was fully confirmed 
in his Judgment by a late Book called, The RetJonaUeneJI 
ofChrifiianily, M ielivered in the Scrifture. Upon this, _ 
he had read over the OU-Teftsment once, and the Nia le- 
verai times, with great attention of Mind. Indeed he 
always thought the Moral part of the B/i/e very^ood ; 
but then he alfo thought, that by the ftrength of his own 
Reafon, he could have written as good a Moral himfelf. 
But by the laft of chefc Books he was convinced, that he 
was indebted to Revelation moretlian he thought of, and 
confidering how long the Ceremonial Law had oblain'd 
among the jews, and what a profound refpeS they paid 
to the Scribes, Pharifees, and Spiritual Guides and Rulers ; 
he plainly law that there was need enough of Miracle td 
bear down their Prejudices, to make 'em leave their Ce- 
remonies, and liften to that excellent Moral which Chrift 
gave 'em ; nay, he was convinced that no Miracles were 
rong enough to prevail over the Prieft, or a Prieft-ridden 
FeopS, to become Profelytes to the Doarineof univerfal 
Love and Charity ; for (faid hej if a Teatther (hould 
now be fent from Heaven with this Meffage, that all the 
Proteftant Parties in EiigUni {hould be reconciled and 
live well with one another, making nothing neceffary to 
their religious Communion, but what Chrift had appoin- 
ted, and luchCircumftances as Time and Place, and what 
in the nature of the thing was needful,and if thisTeacher's 
Miffion were confirm'd by Miracle, it would have ( as 
he thought) no better effeS upon our fiveral SeSs of 
Clergy, and thofe who are bigotted to then- Parties, than 
it had upon the Pharifees and their Difciples of old. 

Having heard him fpeak lb fliarply againft the Clergy 

after his old way, I could not but tell hrm that I percei- 
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ved he was but almoft a Chriftian; for he who loveth the 
Iiiftitution of Chrifl:, cannot but relpeft thofe who are the 
Mimfters thereof ; at leaft, I hoped that he would pay a 
relped to theClergy of theQi^rchof £«g/^W, winch was. 
the bcft Reformed Churcli in the. WorJd> and thcit;ibrel 
expected that he was already a.Mciuber of our Church : 
He replvM,that he fliould always be ready to pay his refped: 
to every good Man of what Order or Degree foever ; he 
ihould always be willing to hear a good Minifter Prea^ii 
the Gofpel or Jefus Chriit to Iiim, and exhort him to cbe 
finccre Pra£lice of it. That be was ready to contribute 
his fhare to the Maintenance of fuch Minifters^ and ta 
join with that Chuvi:hrof-EMjg^d Congregation near to 
which he liv'd, in publick Worfliip j but yet he could not 
condenin the Worlhip of other Congregations, nor ex- 
clude himielf from joyning with them as occafion fliould 
ierve him. So that as to Chui*ch»member£hip he could 
be i Member of any Church, which would own him up« 
on the teriQS of Faith and Pradice, contaiflcd in the Bo^ 
hti mentioned, coaccrniiis the Reaibnableneis of the Cirj- 
Jtim ReU^m^ &:c. But ftill he canceirM , that Qiurch- 
Cofitaiunion in holy Offices was defigned only to raife his 
pevotion towards. God, not towards the Clergy, whick 
made him admire the unparalleFdlmpud^ce oftliQR^^ 
m/in Priefthood, whoweafure the Rehgionof all Chrifti- 
ans by their Devotion to the See of Rome^ i. e. indeed ta 
thenuelves y and he 4oubted whether any Church 
were fufficieotly Reformed from Popery, which mader 
any DoQrines of Faith ncceflary to Salvation that were not 
declared fb in theGofpek, and where the Clergy would 
always <iiftinguifh between Church and Statc^ and give 
the Precedency to theoifelvcs. But yet be would join with 
any Church as far as it promoted the Honour of God, and 
&parate from it, wherein on pretence of Religion, he faw,, 
• , at it aimed at a By-end of its own*. ' Hei'c 
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Here I urged him again to joyn to our ChurcL which 
had no other defiga but God^s Glory, To this he (aid, that 
he Ihould be glad that the Church oi England would owa 
him, though he could not be of their Party : He would 
willingly pafs as a Church-niian for his Credit-fake ; for 
(faid he) though a Man doth ever jR) firmly beUeve Je- 
lus Chrilf to be the Meffiah whom God had of old promi- 
fed, and in due time fent to give us a perfect Rijjle of 
Life, in order to make us truly religious here^ and ever 
happy hereafter J and though a Man fliould fbew forth 
his Faith by an agreeable courle of Life, in doing Juftice, 
loving Mercy^ and an humble walking with God ; yet if 
he were not owned as a Mswbtv of fbrae Church, he 
would by all Churches be accounted, if not an Atheift,yet 
a Sceptic, a Man of vs) fettled Principle, but own who 
has his Religion to chooie. For if you look over tli9 
State of Religion as it ftaadeth in Chriilendom, there is 
. 110 Church wnatfoever which will accept you as a Meni- 
ber of its Communion, but uoon fome particular terms 
of Belief, or Pradice, whkh Cnrift never appointed, and 
it may be fuch as an boneft and a wiie Cbniiian cannot 
conient to. I am not more able to give up ray Reafbn to 
the Church of £^ii^^, than to give up my Seniestotbe 
Church of Rome ; it looks like a Trick inaU Churches to 
take away the ufe of Mens Rcsjlbn^ that they may render 
us Vaflals and Slaves to all their Diidates and Commands. 
But what greater davery than to force on Men a Belief 
of fuch things a^ nccefiary to Salvation, of which Ms not 
po^Tibleto&rmany Idear Though I 9xa latisfied there 
is no fuch thu^g as a chap^ of Brea4 tntp the Vhih of 
Chrift, yet I can form an Idea, that fuch a thing may be^ 
that the fame J^wer which f hagged Eartii into a Man, 
may changp Bread intoFJeib : But I can frame to my felf 
«o Idea of what your Churcfe Tetlcbeth in the Sacra- 
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ment, that the Body and Biood of Chrift are verify mA 
indeed tAke» and received of the faithful : And when I ask 
how can this be underftood by a Proteftant, who believ- 
eth that there is no other Body but that of Bread? I am 
told that the Church meaneth it in a Spiritual Senie. Now 
I have try ""d, and find it impoflible for me to form to my 
fclf an'Idea of a Body verily and indeed in a Spiritual 
Senfe. 

And therefore I muft fay 'tis an unwife and a hard 
Thing for any Church to impofe abHird or unintelligible 
Notions (elpecially fuch Speculations, which tend to 
make no body the better ) as necef&iy to Salvation ; for 
Wife Men, and fuch who will take Courage to examine 
what they Believe, will not fubmit to fuch an Ufurpati- 
on ; and weak Men ate kept all their Life long in Fears, 
and Doubts of their Eternal State, as being always un- 
certain whether they firmly believe fuch Doarines, or no.. 

Befides this (faid he ) your Church will require me to 
believe other Abfurditics as bad as thefe, as that Kings 
and Bifhops have a Divine Right to that Power, which 
they exercife over us, whereas with my own Eyes I :^ w 
our Great arid Gracious King accept tfie Crown of Em~ 
land, as the Gift of the People. And I fee as plainly, that 
Bilhops are an Order of Men of their own (^not of Chrifl*s) 
making. I was told that our Bifhops Order was founded 
in that of the 12 ApofHes, and the Presbyters Order in 
the 70 Difciples I Upon this I refblved to fee if the 
1 2 and the 70 were different Orders, or no, and read 
over the lotn Chap. diMmhew^ the jd and 6th of Mark, 
and the 9th of Luke, m which places the Power which 
Chrifl gave to the 1 2 is let forth^ which amounteth to 
this, viz. a Cliatge to Preach the Gofpel, a Power to 
work Miracles in cafVing but Devils, healing the Sick, 
'<$•«. And I alfo read in the 10th Chapter of Luke, that 
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the 70 were fent forth for the fame Reafbn, afjd with the: 
lame exprefi Power as were the 1 2, viz. To preach the 
Colpel, heal the Sick, arid caft out Devils, wrf. 2. 9. 17. 
An4 he telleth the 7c at the i6thVerfe, That he who 
- btMreth them^heareth him; and he ipho dejpifeth them^ djejpi^ 
feth him, as he had iaid to the 12, in Manhew 10. 40^ 
Jjftdeed they were only added to the number of the 1 2, 
BecMfe ( as 'tis laid there ) the HarveB wof great ^ and the 
Labourers fewj i. e. becaufe Multitudes followed Chrift,. 
add were difpoied ta become Chriftians, therefore he en- 
creaied the number of his Apoftles, or Teaching Diici- 
pies. I can find no Footfteps of any Jurildi^ion given* 
to the 1 2 over the 70, or indeed dVer any body elfe ; and 
in the 1 8th Chapter oi Matthew j where chrift fpeaketh of 
biiiding; and loofing, 'tis manifeft from the firft Verfe, 
that his difcourfe was made to his Dilciples. Sa in the 
10th of Johny theHoly-Ghoft and Pawer of remitting 
and retaining Sins, was given to the Difciples which met 
together after Chrift's death, verf. 1 9. in which meet- 
ing, there might be fome of the 70 as well as Ibmeofthe 
12 : 'Tis certain the 70 received the Holy-Ghoft, and if 
Baptifin be a Key or Admiflioh into the Church, they 
"had it : If binding or loofing be declaring wherein we 
are bound in duty, and wherein we may ute our liberty ;. 
if remitting and retaining Sins be declarmg what Iniquity 
God will forgive, and what he will notj the 70 fhared 
this Power with the 12. As for delivering up to Satan^ 
and inflifting Difeafes j fince 'twas a miraculous Power, 
which we read not that Chrift appropriated to the 1 2^ 
we have no reafon to think 'twas detained fromtiie7o». 
If then Ghrift appointed but one Order, vi&.. that of 
•Teachers, the Order of Rulers dignified themfelves^abovey, 
and diftinguifbed themfelves front their Brethren-, yet I 
am willing tafubmit to tho& Powers y. which theJLaws of 
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£iag^/4f>wJ have givea to the Bifhoj^, though what they 
claim by Dis^ipe Right, I eiieein as an Ufurpation. 

Moreover (fays he) although I am become a Chriftia% 
I liaveaiot ceaied to be an E^gUjlj-mMy and for tliat rea- 
fofl caanbt be inpaity^with the Bilhops, who bv their 
felfe-prerogative Dofl:rines, and other ihameful Amftao- 
ces, ib lately bejtr^y'd th» Charters and Liberties^ Rights 
and Privileges of their Cq^ ntry,were fetting up an abfolutf 
irreitftifcle Power in K. Charles II. which being demifed 
to K. Jamesy endangered not only tl}e Liberty aiid Pro- 
perty, but Body and Soul of the Nation^ Nor can I ip 
ioQo forget how their long debates^about admitting the P^ 
of OroMge^ our Good aild Great King, to the Sovereignty, 
was die occafioa of (pilling To much Proteftant Bipod 
in IrelMd ; nor the latC' Proteftation of iome of the 
chief of their Party ag^inft his Majefties Right to the 
Crown ; nor Iy:>w careful they have been fince, that (zs 
it no.w iaUsout ) he fhould have no pretence to any right- 
ful Title, If any Clergy-man was fo honefl: as to Preach 
up his Right, as juftly grounded on the Confcnt of tl» 
People, (as Mr. J^hmjon for inftance) he muft lie under 
pain of theCh^HTch's higheft diipleafure, though otberwiie 
ever ib OrtliodoK and Conformable ; fb that fince the be- 
loved Title of Con^ueft is burnt by the Parliament, and 
• the Matrimonial Titk is (to the great grief of all good 
JVJien) dead and buried widi the Qi^en ; it remaineth ac- 
cording to Holy Church, that he hath no Title at aU, but 
only bare PoflTeiSion ; and this they mean when they call 
him defdStiu 

But I cannot fiixi that they will allow him to he King 
©f the Clergy lb much as de fs&if. Alas ! his Livings, 
whereby alone he is capable to oblige theih to cail te 
mind their now iforgotteo Loyalty, which of late years 
labey preached up, as tbeiiiinm or tiie Law afikd the Pr<^ 
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phets J Alas ! thefe good Things are taken out of his 
hands by the Conquering Bifhops, that the Clergy may 
have a Separate Intereft from the State on this fide the 
Water, and be led to pay an intire Allegiance to riie lioly 
Order. When Hen. VIl !• came to know that \m Bifhaps 
Iwoi^c Allegiance to the l?op^ he began to think of (ome 
ways and means how to make himfeif King of his Clergy, 
which he law could not be done but by cafting oi^c the 
¥o^\ Power ; and hence fprung that King^s Reformati- 
on of his Politicks, rather than Religion. And if our 
food King were fenfible of the Realbns why ^n Engltp> 
apacy is fettled in a Committee of SiK, ^iz,. to fix the 
Obedience of the Clergy on themfelves exclufively, (for 
no Man can fervc two mafters) I doubt not but he Would 
iJrink fit to demand what islo much wanted, t//«. the Al- 
legiance of the Clergy to th^r King ; if he diffolves this 
Comtnittee he may ask and have, Ibr where their Trea- 
fure is, there their Hearts will be alfb. For dieft Reaibns 
^!aid he) I fhall be cautious how I entci'inttChurch^mem- 
TCrlhip, fince I plainly lee that every Party of Chriftians 
embodied, organized, clergyM and modelled into a Nati- 
onal Church, cafteth anawe upon the Sovereign Power^ 
and liiflFcreth it not to provide equally for theComnion 
Good of the Subjeft, but will appropriate the falusfttUicit^ 
and influence the Government to terve its own particular, 
its own private Ends* 

Thus, Sir, I have given you an account of thofe Prejudi- 
ces, which have brouglit rorth Deifm. But yet thefe very 
Prejudices without a ftrong afliftance of Pamon, could ne- 
ver have wrought upon 'Men to cafl ofl- Revelation j for 
you lee the lame Prejudices remain in the DetB turn'd 
Chriftian. Whof bever tlierefore, upon tlie fore-mention- 
ed RealonsturnetbD^i//, cannojtbe exculed, tho^ I could 
heartiiy wilh all theie Pretences co^iki betaken away from 
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